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Meeting Minutes
North Loop Neighborhood Planning & Zoning Meeting
Heritage Landing Community Room, 415 North 1st Street
MAY 18, 2016
	Welcome and Introductions—DJ Heinle
· The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.
· TEN COMMITTEE MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:  DJ HEINLE, DAVE DECKER, KELLY NELSON, SYDNEY ANDERSON, ALICE EICHHOLZ, KAREN LEE ROSAR, NEIL REARDON, FRANCESCO PARISI, JO VOS, AND MARK HILL.
· A motion is made (Alice), seconded (Sydney), and approved by the Board to approve the April 20, 2016 Planning & Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes.
· A question was raised in clarifiaction of the Minutes that were arrpoved from the January 2016 meeting. DJ confinfirmed the minutes that were approved from the January 2016 meeting did contain a typo about height details about the new proposed apartment building at 721 North 1st Street. When the committee took it’s vote during the January meeting they did vote on the correct height.

	Bottineau LRT Blue Line Extension – Sophia Ginis – Metropolitan Council (Minneapolis Outreach Coordinator for Southwest and Bottineau LRT Projects), Becky  - Transportation planner for the City of Minneapolis, and Shelley Miller -  Metropolitan Council (Station Design Lead/Project Coordinator for Blue Line Extension) 
· Sophia Ginis prefaced this presentation by saying that the Metropolitan Council was coming to the P&Z Committee for advice on a specific section of the Blue Line Extension Design. Sophia provided the committee with a draft document showing two proposed options for a specific portion of the Bottineau LRT Blue Line Extension. The area in question is the area near the existing Target Field Station at the intersection of 6th Ave, North 7th Street, and Olson Memorial Highway.  Option one showed an LRT overhead bridge that had a void space under it with fencing outlining the space under the bridge. The second option showed a concrete wall filling the void under the LRT bridge. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sophia noted that the overall project hopes to be under construction in 2018 and up and running for passenger opertaions by 2021. Sophia also mentioned that the design team is still figuring out most of the details for this particular site so many of the clarifiying questions that committee were asking are simply not figured out yet.  Sophia estimated that the design would be at 30% by mid summer and at 60% by December or the new year. 
· The commttee members had a lengthty, mixed discussion about the two options presented at this meeting, however no conclusive decision was provided for one option over the other. The board expressed that they would need more details about the area in questions to made a committee wide decision.  Sophia recapped the disccusuon by saying that her take away from the  NLNA P&Z Committee was the following:
· 1) The wall Option presents an opportunity for public art. The space behind the “void” is not something you really want o see anyways. this opinion was not shared by all on the committee. 
· 2) The option without the filled wall is more flexible over the long term, less imposing, also has opportunities for public art/possible gathering space. Fencing as shown in the representations is not the soluntion. There is a possible opportunity for natural landscaping in the void space amongst other suggestions. 
· 3) If the board were asked to maked a choice they would ultimately want more information about more of the detials that factor into this portion of the project. DJ confirmed that the best option for the committee at this point in time would be for Sophia to provide a report to the committee when more details are available so that the board and committee can review at that time. Sophia confirmed that she would reach back out to DJ once they have more information to provide. 

	----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Neighborhood Comments
· No Neighborhood Comments this month.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Old Business
· No old business to discuss this month.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
COMMITTEE BUSINESS
·  (PARK CAC) JO CONFRIMED THAT PARK CAC IS PRETTY MUCH DONE FOR NOW. THERE IS A DRAFT THAT EXISTS ONLINE AND MONEY HAS BEEN ASSISGNED TO EXISITNG PROJECTS SO IT COMES DOWN TO FUNDING AND DETAILS AT THIS POINT. KAREN ASKED ABOUT THE LANDSCAPE WORK THAT IS BEING DONE BY STAR TRIBUNE BUILDING. JO STATED THAT SHE BELIEVES THEY ARE REPLACING PATHS THAT HAVE BEEN DAMAGED BY CRACKS AND TREE ROOTS. THE ASSUMED IMPROVEMNTS INCLUDED TAKING OUT THE PROBLEM ROOTS AND STABALIZING THE HILLSIDE.  JO FEELS THE WORK OF THE PARK CAC IS DONE AT THIS POINT.
· (WEST BROADWAY TRANSIT STUDY CAC) THE WORK IS DONE SO THE WORK OF THE WEST BROADWAY TRANSIT STUDY CAC IS DONE AT THIS POINT.
· (ART FOR NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRICAL BOXES) FRANCESCO HAS VOLUNTEERED TO TAKE THE LEAD ON THIS EFFORT. HE HAD A CONVERSATION WITH THE CITY ABOUT THE PROCESS AND REPORTED THAT ONLY TRAFFIC LIGHT BOXES ARE ELIGIBLE (NOT XCEL BOXES). EACH BOX WILL NEED TO BE SELF FUNDED (NO CITY FUNDING AVAILABLE) AND WILL COST APPROXIMATELY $750-$1,000 PER BOX. THE COST IS THE SAME FOR BOTH WRAPPED BOXES AND CUSTOM PAINTED BOXES. THE BIGGEST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO IS THAT CUSTOM PAINTED BOXES ARE EASIER TO MAINTAIN BUT REQUIRE $5 MILLION IN INSURANCE; WRAPPED BOXES WOULD BE INSURED BY THE INSTALLER. THE CITY ALSO REQUIRES PROOF THAT THE ARTIST WAS PAID A FAIR WAGE. THE QUESTION IS WHETHER WE HAVE THE BUDGET AND THE WILL. ALICE COMMENTED THAT JO AND SYDNEY TOOK PHOTOS OF ALL THE BOXES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, SHE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHICH OF THOSE BOXES WOULD BE ELIGIBLE. THE COMMITTEE AGREED THAT NEXT STEPS ARE TO INVENTORY HOW MANY BOXES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD WOULD BE ELIGIBLE, BRING THOSE FINDINGS TO THE P & Z COMMITTEE, AND THEN BRING THE INVENTORY TO THE NLNA BOARD TO MAKE A DECISION ON HOW TO PROCEED. 
· KAREN MENTIONED THAT SHE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IF THERE IS A DIFFERNT BOARD MEMBER THAT WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND FARMERS MARKET MEETINGS INSTEAD?  THIS WAS MENTIONED AT THE NLNA BOARD MEETING THE FOLLOWING WEEK. 
· DAVE ASKED IF THERE ARE ANY OTHER COMMITTEES THEY SHOULD THINK ABOUT FORMING AT THIS POINT?  POSSIBLE SUPER BOWL COMMITTEE? DJ THINKS THERE ARE PLENTY OF SUPER BOWL COMMITTEES THAT ALREADY EXIST BUT THERE ARE OPPORTUNITITEIS FOR THE NORTH LOOP WITH THE INFLUX OF VISITORS DURING THAT EVENT. DJ SAID THAT HE CAN GET ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THROUGH THE DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP SO A NEW NLNA COMMITTEE FOR THIS WILL NOT BE FORMED AT THIS TIME. 
· ALICE ASKED IF UNITED PROPERTIES OR GRECO COULD COME SPEAK TO THE COMMITTEE ABOUT THEIR NEW PROJECT ON WASHINGTON AVENUE. DJ CONRIMED THAT HE HAS SPOKEN TO UNITED PROPERTIES AND THEY HAVE EXPRESSED THAT IT IS TOO EARLY FOR THE MAY MEETING BUT THEY COULD ARRANGE SOMETHING FOR THE NEXT MEETING IN JUNE. 
· ALICE ALSO MENTIONED THAT JACOB FREY POSTED ABOUT THE DUFFY BUILDINGS ON FACEBOOK. ALICE THOUGHT IT MAY BE GOOD TO THROW OUT THE IDEA AND SUPPORT OF A POSSIBLE COMMUNITY CENTER.  ALICE CLARIFIED THAT JACOB’S POST WAS JUST THROWING THE IDEA OUT THERE LOOKING FOR FEEDBACK FROM PEOPLE IN A VERY GENERALIZED MANNER, ASSUMING THAT EVENTUALLY THE DUFFY OWNED PROPERTY MAY BE SOLD.  IT WAS SUGGESTED TO TRY TO GET JACOB TO ATTEND A NLNA BOARD MEETING OR PLANNING & ZONING MEETING SOON SINCE HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO ATTEND FOR A WHILE. 
· SYDNEY INFORMED THE BOARD THAT SHE IS NOW WITH A NEW COMPANY –GREYSTAR.  
· THE NEXT MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 22, 2016, AT 6 PM.  THE COMMITTEE ADJOURNED AT 7:11 PM.

END OF MINUTES
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