NORTH

NEIGHBORHOOD

North Loop Neighborhood Association
Planning + Zoning Committee August Meeting Notes
Date: 8/23/2023
Time 6:00 pm

12 of 15 committee members present: Alice Eichholz; Joe McErlane, Mollie Scozzari, Jo
Vos, Arya Alizadeh, Neil Reardon, Francesco Parisi, Blake Peterson, David Miller,
Marshall Hall, Missy Roterdam, Jeff Sondag
a. Committee Members Absent: Frederick Dawe, Matt Sharkey-Smith, Irina Brown,
Zach Schaaf
b. Guests: Elizabeth Bowling, Shawn Anne Buttschau, and Jeffrey Brown; CM
Michael Rainville & Henri Jarvenin; Max Salmen, Devean George Group North,
Diane Merrifield, Jameel Ford

Committee Called to Order at 6:00 pm by Vos.

Scozzari calls for a change to section A1 of May Minutes, and wants to add an “invited
neighbors” section.

a. Scozzari makes a motion to approve the May minutes with amendment, Vos
seconds the motion, the motion passes unanimously.

501-415 Royalston Avenue (Request to Convert Site from Zone DT1 to Zone PR1)

a. Max Salman is with George Group North, who is trying to reposition the
Royalston Avenue building for the manufacturing of modular affordable housing.
They are planning to apply for an amendment to the cities’ 2040 charter, and
work to re-zone it from a DT1 zone to a PR1 zone to allow for future housing.
George Group North is asking for a Letter of Support from the board in support of
this re-zoning.

b. George Group North works in creating modular construction of affordable
housing units. The vision of the group is one of luxury living at affordable pricing.
They are trying to provide necessary homes from the people, for the people.



i. 65-70% of the buildings footprint would be used for this purpose. The rest
of this is the Minneapolis Central Schools warehouse.
ii. This facility has the potential to help build other facilities, reducing
net-Carbon footprint of waste and debris from construction.
iii. Truck deliveries are loaded completely on border and is about a 3rd of
the daily volume that Target had while occupying the building.
c. Scozzari asks when this approval process would happen. They have a meeting
with city-staff tomorrow, 8/24, to discuss the process.
d. Vos asked how changing the zoning effects the rest of the businesses in the
area. Salman says that this zoning change would allow for mixed-use and
high-rise development in the future.

5. Bookman Homeowners for Livability - Noise Issues

a. Bookman Homeowners have come to the board with complaints regarding
entertainment and construction noise in the area. They have put together a
petition they have been asking neighborhood residents to read & sign asking the
city to do something about this.

b. They have tried politely for a period of time to work with these businesses, but
have received negligible support from the offending businesses/construction
projects, and has received some uncooperative responses. Bookman is now
asking for the city to try and moderate and enforce this. Their goal is to negotiate
and come to a mutually beneficial agreement for businesses and the residents.

c. Reardon says that this is two separate issues: Entertainment and Construction.
CM Rainville has been looking into the noise issue, and has found there was nine
permits for outside music, and the permits say the events were supposed end at
9:00 PM. Part of the challenge is there’s an accumulation of exception permits
operating concurrently.

d. Sondag recommends that the group submits the correspondence to the board so
they can consider it if the businesses in question come to the board meetings.

6. Subcommittee Reports
a. NuLoop Partners (Eichholz)

i. No update.

b. Historic Preservation and Land Use Reports (Miller)

i. No update.

c. Commercial Uses (Scozzari)

i. Scozzari has been talking to local retail developers to see how they can
partner with them on commercial uses. They have some good data to go
over, and want to organize a subcommittee meeting to review this
information. Scozzari will work with them offline to review this data.

d. Public Art Opportunities (Parisi)



i. Industrial Lighting building was demolished two weeks ago. The goal is to
get a commitment from the developers to sponsor an art installation from
the same artist or different artists.

7. Old Business
a. Commutator Project
i. Started construction on job site of 1st and 2nd. Development has halted
because they ran out of money. Hoping to finish Spring 2024.
b. Blue Line Extension - Rainville
i. Metro Transit is coming to the NLNA board meeting next week to present
on the Blue Line extension.
a. NLNA Charter Update
i. No Update
b. Timbre Project
i. No Update.

2. Report from NLNA Board
a. No update from Board.

3. Committee Deliberations

a. Vos proposes to poll members via email about objections or additions to Letter of
Support for the George Group North zone-changing.

b. Sondag expresses need for more information, and suggests drafting the letter
with language that expresses concerns about long-range density issues. “We
think this is an excellent in-term use, with concerns about long-range density
issues.”

c. Board agrees to write a letter of support with that language.

4. Next meeting is September 20th, 2023.

5. Vos moves to adjourn. Scozzari seconds. Passes unanimously. The committee
adjourns at 8:00 pm



