
 

 

 
 

North Loop Neighborhood Association 
Planning + Zoning Committee March Meeting Notes 

Date: 3/20/2024 
Time 6:00 pm  

 
1.​ 9 of 13 committee members present: Alice Eichholz, Joe McErlane, Mollie Scozzari, Jo 

Vos, Arya Alizadeh, Neil Reardon, Francesco Parisi, David Miller, Matt Sharkey-Smith 
a.​ Committee Members Absent: Jeff Sondag, Fredrick Dawe, Marshall Hall, Missy 

Roterdam 
b.​ Guests: Leoma Van Dort, Jasna Hadzic-Stanek, Menbere Wodajo, and Dillon 

Fried, (Public Works Dept, City of Minneapolis) Behnad (Ben) Taheri, owner, and 
Erin Marshall, General Manager (Bar and Restauranteur) 

 
2.​ Committee Called to Order at 6:06 pm by Vos 

 
3.​ McErlane makes a motion to approve the February minutes, Scozzari seconds the 

motion, the motion passes unanimously. 
 

4.​ Election of Co-Chairs to Committee 
a.​ Eicholz motions to elect Jo Vos and Jeff Sondag as co-chairs of the 

committee. Scozzari seconds, the motion passes unanimously. 
 

5.​ Reconstruction of 1st Avenue N between Washington Avenue and 8th Street N 
a.​ The City of Minneapolis is planning on doing a major construction project on 1st 

Avenue N from Washington Avenue and 8th Street N. Objectives of the project is 
to increase safety precautions, make sidewalks wider and more accessible, and 
public realm activation to attract and retain businesses, visitors and residents. 

b.​ Construction to begin in 2028, and it will be similar in process and staging to the 
Hennepin project and the Nicollet project. It is allocated in the city budget for the 
year 2028. 

 
6.​ New Restaurant “AVA” at 124 3rd Ave 

 



 

a.​ AVA is a new classy ‘lounge-style’ restaurant and bar opening in the North Loop. 
They are seeking a letter of support for a liquor license with Sunday sales and 
limited performances. 

i.​ Restaurant will be retrofitted into the current historical building. No 
renovations will be made to the building exterior or windows, and the 
building has suitable safety exits. 

ii.​ Any live performances will be limited to quiet lounge music, such as jazz 
trios, etc. 

iii.​ Anticipated soft-opening in late May 2024. 
 

7.​ Subcommittee Reports 
a.​ NuLoop Partners (Eichholz) 

i.​ NuLoop Partners has expanded their executive team, and has 
consolidated their meetings to be far more sparse. David Crary from the 
board is going to be the liaison with this re-organized executive team 
going forward. 

b.​ Historic Preservation and Land Use Reports (Miller) 
i.​ No update. 

c.​ Commercial Uses (Scozzari) 
i.​ No update.  

d.​ Public Art Opportunities (Parisi) 
i.​ The funding for the mural reconstruction project with Industrial Lighting 

has fell through. No more updates at this time. 
 

7.​ Old Business 
a.​ Discussion of Blue Line Extension Letter 

i.​ Several recently elected NLNA Board Members came to ask questions 
regarding the deliberations the Planning and Zoning committee made on 
the Blue Line Extension Letter.  

 
8.​ Committee Deliberations on Letters of Support 

a.​ Liquor License and Signage Support for AVA 
i.​ McErlane makes a motion to support with no contingencies, Eicholz 

seconds. The motion passes unanimously. 
 
 

9.​ Next meeting is April 17th. 
 

10.​The committee adjourns at 7:54pm  

 


