
 

North Loop Neighborhood Association 
Planning + Zoning Committee April Meeting Minutes 

Date: 4/23/2025 
Time 6:00 pm  

1. 8 of 14 committee members present: Jo Vos, Matt Sharkey-Smith, Mollie Scozzari, Kyle 

Ingebrigtson, Francesco Parisi, Frederick Dawe, Matt Bruns, David Miller 

a. Committee Members Absent: Alice Eichholz, Neil Reardon, Jeff Sondag, Marshall 

Hall, Ben Canine, Missy Rotterdam 

b. Guests: Polo Padilla, Dave’s Hot Chicken; Shannon Crabtree, HourCar; Marty 

Collins, Nolo’s Kitchen and Bar; Max Somsen and Marty Orensten, Royalston 

Square Event Center; Grant Johnson, Louis Raymond, NLNA Board; Eli 

Sherman, Community member; Dylan Woytcke, Minutes 

2. Committee Called to Order at 6:00 pm by Vos 

3. Vos calls for a motion to amend the March 2025 meeting minutes to (a) add Grant 

Johnson to the guest list and (b)delete the I252/94 Project from the list of 

presenters. Scozzari makes a motion, Sharkey-Smith seconds the motion. The 

motion passes unanimously, and the minutes are approved. 

4. Vos calls for a motion to amend the April 2025 meeting agenda to add Royalston 

Square Event Center to the list of presenters. Scozzari makes a motion, Miller 

seconds the motion. The motion passes unanimously, and the agenda is 

approved. 

5. Dave’s Hot Chicken - Polo Padilla, 528 Washington Ave 

a. Polo Padilla is here for Dave’s Hot Chicken, a franchise that hopes to open in the 

Duffy building on the 2nd floor. He is seeking a letter of support for his HPC 

application to install a 66-inch-tall condenser unit needed for the restaurant on 

the rooftop.  

b. The condenser unit will not be highly visible from street-level, but visible from a 

distance away. The HPC hearing for the condenser is set for May 6th, 2025.  

c. Construction will begin on the restaurant after the condenser has been installed.  

Padilla agrees to return to the committee with restaurant plans once the 

condenser has been installed. 



6. Nolo’s Kitchen and Bar, 515 Washington Avenue North - Marty Collins 

a. Marty Collins, owner of Nolo’s Kitchen and Bar, has come to tonight’s meeting to 

check in with the community and make sure things are going well.  

b. Nolo’s will be starting its summer season soon -- opening the rooftop area as well 

as hosting several parking lot block-party events. 

c. The first of these events will occur on May 17th, 2025. 

7. Royalston Square Event Center, 501 Royalston Avenue - Max Somsen 

a. Royalston Square, a new private events center in the North Loop, features a full-

immersion projection system. They plan on hosting corporate events and 

weddings, with a planned opening in May 2025.  

b. The event center will only be open while events are taking place. 

c. There are no residential buildings in immediate 2-block vicinity.  

d. Regarding security issues, the lease agreement that they write with potential 

clients has minimum security requirements for the venue that will increase for 

bigger events. 

e. They already have a catering license, but they are now seeking an assembly hall 

license that would allow them to host larger live-music events.  

8. Royalston Square Event Center Signage - Marty Orensten 

a. In addition to the prior letter of support for an assembly hall license, Royalston 

Square is seeking a letter of support for new signage for the building.  

b. They hope to construct a 2-screen dynamic sign, to display upcoming and on-

going events for the Event Center and possibly community events and 

advertisements. The sign would be on the rooftop and not face any residential 

area. 

c. No hearing is set, but they are seeking a variance from the city, as the sign’s 

dynamic components are not in regulation with the City. 

9. HourCar Presentation - Shannon Crabtree 

a. Crabtree, Director of Planning at HourCar, is here to (a) give an overview of what 

the organization offers and (b) share their intentions to expand access to car-

sharing in the North Loop. 

b. HourCar and Evie Carshare are both owned by the local non-profit organization; 

2025 marks 20 years of operation in the Twin Cities area.  

c. Membership covers insurance, EV charging, and gas, as well as 24/7 live 

member support and car maintenance. They have an in-house car maintenance 

team. 

d. HourCar is a round trip, hub-based service, while Evie is a one-way floating trip 

service that uses electric vehicles. They currently have 3 hub parking spots in the 

North Loop, and 4 vehicles total.  They estimate total users across all downtown 

Minneapolis hubs are around 3,503. 

e. HourCar works with the City to coordinate the installation of charging stations. 

They also cover the electricity for the EV charging stations. 

f. Looking forward, the organization is hoping to connect with buildings that have 

existing EV charging stations, or those willing to invest in that type of 

infrastructure, about potential partnerships. 



g. While HourCar is not seeking any letter of support from the committee, Scozzari 

notes that the Committee should add questions related to car-sharing 

opportunities to the P + Z Checklist.    

10. Committee Deliberations - Vos 

a. Dave’s Hot Chicken - Letter of Support 

i. Vos calls for a motion to approve and draft a letter of support for 

Dave’s Hot Chicken’s HPC application regarding the condenser unit. 

Ingebrigtson makes a motion, Miller seconds. The motion passes 

unanimously. 

b. Royalston Square Event Center Assembly Hall and Signage Licenses 

i. The committee tables any approval until more details are presented. 

11. Vos calls for a motion to adjourn. Eichholz motions to adjourn, Miller seconds. 

The motion passes unanimously.  

12. Next meeting is May 21st, 2025. 

13. The committee adjourns at 8:00pm 


