
 

North Loop Neighborhood Association 
Planning + Zoning Committee January Meeting Notes 

Date: 1/22/2025 
Time 6:00 pm  

1. 10 of 13 committee members present: Alice Eichholz, Mollie Scozzari, Jo Vos, Arya 

Alizadeh, Neil Reardon, Francesco Parisi, David Miller, Matt Sharkey-Smith, and 

Francesco Parisi 

a. Committee Members Absent: Missy Roterdam, Joe McErlane, and Arya Alizadeh 

b. Guests: Councilperson Michael Rainville; Patrick Crowe and Lindsey Johansen 

(Crowe Companies); Kierstin Schilling (Jones Lang LaSalle) and Trevor 

Butkliewicz (SDDS Signs); and Kirstin Blenkush and Shana Conklin (Fredrikson 

& Byron, P.A) and Celena Spychalla (TractorWorks)  

2. Committee Called to Order at 6:06 pm by Vos 

3. Historic Renovation – 250 North Third Avenue 

a. Patrick Crowe and Lindsey Johanson (Crowe Companies) discussed their plans 

to historically renovate the largely vacant building at 250 Third Avenue North.  

Renamed Wheelhouse, the building’s current tenants include Traffic Zone Art 

Gallery and James & Mary Bookseller, both of which front Third Avenue.   

b. Among other items, Crowe Companies proposes to (1) update the building’s 

mechanical system and nonoriginal storefront with an energy-efficient design, (2) 

install public art both inside and outside the building, (3) improve Traffic Zone’s 

existing space, (4) provide additional building amenities, including a rooftop patio, 

for new and existing tenants, (5) add sidewalks for better access to North Loop 

Green, transit stations, and the North Loop  neighborhood, (6) update the front 

awning on Third Avenue, (7) repair a large structural crack in the building’s 

façade facing Washington Avenue North that requires removing an existing 

painted sign, and (8) remove the parking spaces currently on the property (off 

Traffic Zone Street) to make way for a patio, separate retail entrance, and 

sidewalks.   

c. Repairs and renovations are expected to take about 30 months, starting in Spring 

2025.  The building will remain open during the renovation.  Mr. Crowe indicated 

that space has already been leased to one new tenant – a casual restaurant that 



expects to open in June 2005 – with another more “upscale” restaurant opening 

in Fall 2025.   

4. New Signage:  Steelman Exchange – 241 Fifth Avenue North 

a. Kierstin Schilling, Jones Lang LaSalle, and Trevor Butkliewicz, SDDI Signs, 

discussed plans for a new J. P. Morgan sign that would require a variance from 

the City to allow the sign to be placed on the non-primary wall facing Washington 

Avenue North rather than Steelman’s primary wall, which faces 5th Avenue North. 

b. They discussed how the primary wall would look too cluttered if an additional sign 

was placed there, saying the wall facing Washington Avenue North is the most 

appropriate and visible site for signage.   

c. The sign would be black and white and would measure about 2.0 to 2.5 feet high 

and 17 feet wide – which is well within City regulations.   

7. New Parcels at TractorWorks – 800, 828, and 900 Washington Avenue North 

a. Kirstin Blenkush and Shana Conklin, Fredrikson & Byron, P.A., and Celena 

Spychalla, TractorWorks, discussed plans to create new parcels at 800, 828, and 

900 Washington Avenue North.  TractorWorks currently owns the two buildings at 

828 and 900 Washington Avenue North as well as a third “annex” at 800 

Washington Avenue North.  The annex, which is physically connected to the 828 

building, has been vacant for several years.  TractorWorks wants to sell that 

parcel to a private third party who hopes to open a restaurant in the space.    

8. Subcommittee Reports 

a. Historic Preservation and Land Use Reports (Miller) 

i. No update. 

b. Public Art Opportunities (Parisi) 

i. The Ironworks Project on 2nd Avenue North is now complete. 

ii. The question was raised as to why the “Welcome to the North Loop” 

marker off 394 and Third Avenue North has been unlit for the last two 

months. 

Discussion of Blue Line Extension Letter 

i. Several recently elected NLNA Board Members came to ask questions 

regarding the deliberations the Planning and Zoning committee made on 

the Blue Line Extension Letter.  

c. Safety and Livability (Sondag) 

i. Jeff noted the improved safety on Washington Avenue petition will be 

collecting signatures at the annual meeting next week. 

9.  Committee Deliberations 

a. Crowe Company proposal:   

i. The Committee expressed full support for the Wheelhouse project, as it 

would help activate a currently underutilized building in a prime 

neighborhood location.   

ii. Members were especially pleased to see improved – and safer – 

pedestrian access to North Loop Green as well as Target Field.   



iii. While committee members support eliminating the property’s on-site 

parking spaces, the Committee would generally like to see more car-

sharing opportunities, including parking spaces devoted to shared cars, 

in this part of the neighborhood.   

b. JP Morgan Sign 

i. The Committee expressed full support for the proposal, adding that the 

wall facing Washington Avenue North is the most appropriate and visible 

site for signage, agreeing that placing another sign on the primary wall 

would look “very cluttered,” due to the awning and existing sign already in 

place there.  

ii. Members noted that the signage highlights the North Loop’s ability to 

attract both state and national businesses to the neighborhood. 

c. TractorWorks 

i. The Committee expressed full support for the proposal, which would help 

activate unused space along Washington Avenue 

ii. Members noted that the annex is opposite that part of Washington 

Avenue North where traffic safety improvements are needed, and they 

anticipate working with the new tenant, the City of Minneapolis, and 

Hennepin County to help make the public space fronting the annex more 

accessible and safer for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians.   

iii. Also, Committee members believe that the public space in front of the 

annex could be improved by adding greenery. 

     

10.  Next meeting is March 19th. 

11. The committee adjourns at 8:00 pm 


